goes into her muttering routine as though chanting a prayer to the
od of numbers.) . ' .

gUSY{ 5309 . . . oh, that’s a stinker! . . . vae-t_btrty-néne .
Then very-rapidly.) . . . there’s always one magic num er . . .

l(’ll be thirty in two years—that’s almost three, isn’t it? Thr.ee

threes are nine. And twice three is six except it’s five and not six.

So i's THREE. (She places three sudar fumps by phone.) OK—

924—FJVE—thirty, 1 mean three zero . . . nine . . . 5309?

MIKE. (Amazed.) That’s right! How long can you remember

that? .

SUSY. About two and a half minutes. So burry! (Mike opens ball
door:) Ohl—And lock the street door in case Carlino comes back
and this one too—Tll let you in. (Mike slips catch on the door to
lock it.) .

MIKE. O.K.—locked. (Starts to exit.)

SUSY. And Mike . . .

MIKE. (Jurns back.) Yes? ' ’
SUSY. 1 just don’t know what ’d have done if you hadn’t come

by today. (Mike looks down at Susy a moment. He baf never felt
such a heel in bis life. He tries to say something, then gives up am'i
exits, closing door. We bear bim walk to street door and lock it
and then walk to the back door and slam it shut as be leauers house.
Susy finds suitcase and takes it into bedroom. T he stage is empt);
for several seconds, then we bear someone try the bandle of ba‘l
door. Long pause. Then a key is fitted into the lock and glon3
creeps in. She is carrying the same large grocery bag that s.be ba
before. Seeing no one in the room she tiptoes down the stairs. She
glances through open bedroom door then opens the grocery bag
and takes out the doll. As though she bas already thought this out,
she puts the doll carefully on the floor under t!oe side table by
settee [i.e. as though it bad fallen there by accident]. Then she
creeps back up the stairs. When balfway up Susy enters from
bedroom. Gloria freezes still but she is too late and Susy bhears
ber.) Who is that . . . Mike?
GLORIA. (Turning on stairs.) Oh, hello, Susy! . .
SUSY. (Startled.) Oh! Don’t do that to me! How did you get in

?
1Cl‘:elteORlA. I borrowed the key you lent Mother. Because when 1
got upstairs 1 found I'd left a stick of butter in the bottom of the
bag . . . (Susy puls out ber band.)
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SUSY. Thank you, honey.

GLORIA. It’s already in the icebox. I closed the door. You can
pay me tomorrow, if you like. It came to four seventy-two, but
you owe me thirty-five cents from last time so if I give you thir-
teen . . . (Susy puts ber bands up to ber ears.)

SUSY. Don’t! No more numbers, please, 'm not a computer. Just
call it quits—O.K.?

GLORIA. O.K.—Thanks. Bye-bye, then. (Gloria pauses above
settee on way to stairs.) It’s none of my business but that man who
was in here with Sam’s friend . . .

SUSY. That was a Mr. Roat . . . yes? . . . What about him?
GLORIA. Is he a detective?

SUSY. (Very interested.) Why? . .. What makes you think
he is?

GLORIA. Because of the lady who was murdered last night—that’s
all. (A pause. Susy goes to kitchen stool.)

SUSY. Look, honey, if you stand on this . . . can you see through
the window? (Gloria climbs up on stool and as she isn't high
enough she stands on top of wasber.)

GLORIA. I think so.

SUSY. There’s a police car outside . . . (No reply.) You see it?
GLORIA. No.

SUSY. Look carefully—are you sure?

GLORIA. (Looking through blind of the other window.) No police
car.

SUSY. It must have gone. There was one there a few minutes ago
. . . can you see a policeman? . . . Anywbhere?

GLORIA. No.

SUSY. Or anyone who might be watching this house?

GLORIA. Don’t think so. Not many people around. It's still rain-
ing. (Pause.) Can I get down now?

SUSY. Yes, of course . . . (Gloria starts to climb down.) Oh,
wait a minute. When we first moved in here—Sam used to make
his phone calls from a phone booth somewhere out there. I think
it was near some traffic lights. Can you see a phone booth from
this window? (Gloria bas already climbed up and looks through .
window.)

GLORIA. Yes, there’s one by the parking lot at the end of the
street.

SUSY. Is there—a car parked anywhere near the phone booth?
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